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necessarily an idea such as a theory of cycles 01
occult correspondences, but some coherent view oJ
life,, some apprehension binding outer to inner,
But it seems that poetic experience to Pound
was a series of fragmentary memories of scenes and
men and books. For him the world existed purely
as imagery. Oscar Wilde wished to write a novel
with no more plot than a Persian carpet. Ezra
Pound had a similar aim ; but as the work pro-
gressed it gradually became evident that the work
would never have unity, and was indeed a symptom
of imaginative disintegration. Pound's pedantry,
his cc isolated superiority," his scorn for tradition
and scholarship had as much influence in the
'twenties as his great technical resource. In the
'thirties the humaner examples of Eliot, Read
and Auden swung away from him, and he was
left to follow his political and poetic blind alley to
the bitter end.